
Just press play
The Sony Ericsson W395 is a no-frills music phone with a 
strong youth appeal – and it hits its target market head on

Review

The W, you’ll know, stands 
for Walkman. So it’s a 
music phone, obviously, 

and therefore we can ignore the 
fact that this budget-priced 
handset has a basic two-
megapixel camera with no  
flash or even a self-portrait 
mirror. It’s the music that 
matters, right?

So why doesn’t the W395 
have the one thing that’s 
essential for a music player – a 
3.5mm headphone jack? Or 
even an adaptor so you can plug 
in your favourite headphones? 
That said, it’s not quite 
unforgivable, as the phone  
comes with Sony ericsson’s 
in-ear ‘phones that are 
surprisingly good.

When you take into account 
that the handset is designed for 
music playback through the 
on-board speakers, and combine 
that with its affordable price 
tag, things really do start to 
look quite rosy. And to top it off, 
the loudspeaker sound quality 
really isn’t bad. 

Sociable
The little speakers on the back 
of the phone may not look 
much, but they’re loud and 
reasonably bassy, and though 
the stereo widening feature isn’t 
hugely noticeable, the overall 
effect is decent and, well, fun.

So, this is not an audiophile’s 
phone but for the youth market 
it’s squarely aimed at, there’s a 
logic to having something loud 
enough to share – it’s a sociable 
phone, though at top volume you 
may feel it’s rather unsociable, 
especially if you’re sitting next  
to it on the bus.

It’s a neatly sized and 
effectively designed handset, 

from the dark casing with 
gloss front and matt back, to 
the purple Walkman logo and 
edging to the circular direction 
pad. This has a button in the 
centre to confirm selections and 
it works well – it’s hard to  
mis-press or incorrectly direct 
your energy, unlike some 
navigation set-ups. 

The slide mechanism is 
smooth and the phone feels  
good when the keypad is  
hidden or on display, though  
the keys are not distinct  
enough for our liking, so dialling 
isn’t faultless. 

TrackID
The shape works well for its 
intended life as a mini stereo, 

so the phone balances happily 
on its side whether the chassis 
is slid open or closed. There’s 
an FM radio on board and 
although you need the 
headphones plugged in to act as 
the radio’s antenna, you can opt 
to switch the speaker on once 
you’ve done that. 

It does also have TrackID,  
the Sony ericsson song 
recogniser that is efficient, 
simple and pleasingly effective, 
and the final clever use of the 
microphone is for Memo 
recording – save snippets of 
sound of up to 30 seconds.

That’s not the end of the 
multimedia capabilities – along 
with video recording there’s a 
video player hidden under the 
entertainment icon in the menu. 
The four video clips supplied are 
squarely aimed at the youth 
market, too. 

That basic two-megapixel 
snapper at least springs into  
life very quickly, unlike some 
camera phones. Shutter lag 
was unexceptional for a 
camera phone – not great 
but not unbearable. 

The verdict
Overall, the Sony ericsson 
W395 is a dinky handset that’s 
going to appeal to the youth 
market that the manufacturer 
has aimed it at. 

Its lack of advanced features 
such as GPS, a whizz-bang 
camera or even 3G connectivity 
or speedy data transfer doesn’t 
matter because it’s cheap, cute 
and fun. But a proper 
headphone connector really  
wouldn’t have gone amiss.
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specs
n Price From free on contract or 

£59.95 on prepay
n www.sonyericsson.co.uk

n Size 96x47x15mm
n Weight 96g
n Display Two inches 
n Resolution 176x220 pixels
n Camera Two megapixels
n Video recording/playback/

streaming Yes/yes/yes
n Video calling No
n Audio playback Mp3, eAAc+, 

WMA
n Ringtones polyphonic, Mp3
n Radio Yes
n Connectivity Bluetooth, A2Dp
n Internal memory 15MB
n Memory card slot Memorystick 

Micro (M2)
n Messaging sMs, MMs, email, 

instant messaging
n Internet browser WAp/HTML
n Java Yes
n Games Yes
n Data speed edge
n GPS No
n 3.5mm headset port No
n Frequency Quad-band
n Talktime 480 minutes
n Standby 480 hours

pros Great size, cute speakers.

coNs Lacks a 3.5mm headphone 
jack and there’s no 3G. 

ALso coNsiDer
Nokia 5530 XpressMusic
This budget music handset looks good 
and has a 3.5mm headphone jack, too. 

Sony Ericsson W395  

This is a fun little handset, but 
we’d have liked a 3.5mm 
headphone jack.

Look and feel H H H H H

Ease of use H H H H H

Features H H H H H

Performance H H H H H

Battery life H H H H H
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