
End of an era
Sony Ericsson’s Cyber-shot range has enjoyed huge 
success, but is the C903 the last we’ll see?

Review

W ith Sony Ericsson due to 
introduce its 
‘Entertainment Unlimited 

brand of handset, it would appear 
that the Cyber-shot and Walkman 
ranges that have served it so well 
could soon be taking a back seat. 
So, with a tinge of sadness we 
wiped away the tears and got to 
grips with the Sony Ericsson C903.

Substance over style
the C903, a slider handset packed 
with a host of features centred 
around the five-megapixel camera, 
is somewhat on the chunky side. 
the front fascia is fairly busy with 
numerous keys, including a shortcut 
key and two hard keys surrounding 
a sharp edged D-pad, all located 
under the 2.4-inch screen. 

Slide the phone open and you’ll be 
greeted with a correlated keypad. 
We can’t help but feel substance 
has been sacrificed for style here, 
as while the shadowy design looks 
impressive, it feels plasticy and 
there’s no distinction between each 
numeric key. Despite our 
reservations over the hardware of 
the phone, Sony Ericsson’s reliable 
menu system is present and 
correct, and each time you move to 
another icon you will be greeted 
with a short, vibrating pulse.

At the bottom of the phone is a 
switch that locks the back of the 
handset in position. Remove this to 
insert any memory cards – 
thankfully, you don’t need to switch 
off the phone.

Five-megapixel camera
Sony Ericsson has protected the 
camera lens with a sliding 
mechanism that stretches from 
one end of the phone to the other. 
We’re big advocates for the need to 
protect lenses, but while we like the 
fact that this feature allows you to 

access the camera without having 
to slide the phone open, we 
preferred the more discreet slide 
cover seen on the C905.

Once the camera has been fired 
up, the D-pad transforms into four 
snapper shortcuts, which illuminate 
blue. For example, press it to the 
right to switch on the flash, or 
down for the timer. there’s only a 
standard LED flash, but we were 
pleased with the pictures we took in 
the dark and it can be used when 
shooting film, too. the video 
recorder deserves special praise 
for its ability to zoom in and out 
while recording, as well as an 
impressive ability to pick up audio. 
When shooting stills, you also have 
a host of options in terms of 
scenes and features. the document 
mode was particularly useful for 

capturing business card 
information. BestPic was another 
favourite of ours, taking four  
photos before and four after  
your ‘main’ shot, giving you a  
choice of nine snaps.

Sat nav credentials 
the C903’s sat nav capabilities 
proved a mixed bag. We quickly 
secured a satellite fix, but we lost 
our signal on more than one 
occasion as we wandered around 
London’s streets. When using 
Google Maps, we were also  
baffled by some of the suggested 
routes, which led us in circles.  
that said, the integrated Street 
View continues to impress, and 
Sony Ericsson’s own NearMe 
application is excellent for finding 
the closest cinema complete with 
show times, or a nearby 
restaurant. if you’re willing to  
pay for it, Wayfinder Navigator is 
also on board (the first three 
months are free), which will give 
voice guidance.

While the internet experience 
impressed with pages loading 
quickly, the omission of Wi-Fi may 
deter some, and the mouse cursor 
could have been more fluid.

The verdict
the Sony Ericsson C903 is a 
competent alternative if you’re not 
prepared to shell out the pennies 
for a higher-end handset. We 
weren’t big fans of the design, most 
notably the awkward keypad. 
however, the five-megapixel camera 
excels, and as long as you manage 
to maintain a satellite fix, your 
navigational needs are well catered 
for. On this basis, we will be sad to 
see the Cyber-shot range retire.
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specs
n Price From free on contract or 

£129.99 on prepay 
n www.sonyericsson.co.uk

n Size 97x49x16mm
n Weight 96g
n Display 2.4 inches 
n Resolution 240x320 pixels
n Camera Five megapixels
n Video recording/playback/

streaming Yes/yes/yes
n Video calling Yes
n Audio playback Mp3, AAc, 

MpeG4 player
n Ringtones polyphonic, Mp3, AAc
n Radio Yes
n Connectivity UsB, Bluetooth, A2Dp
n Internal memory 105MB
n Memory card slot Memorystick 

Micro (M2)
n Messaging sMs (threaded view), 

MMs, email, push-email, instant 
messaging

n Internet browser WAp 2.0/HTML 
(NetFront), Rss reader

n Java Yes
n Games Bubble Town, Crosspix, 

Real Football 2008, Treasure Towers
n Data speed HsDpA
n GPS Yes, A-Gps support
n 3.5mm headset port No
n Frequency Quad-band
n Talktime 600 minutes (2G), 240 

minutes (3G)
n Standby 400 hours (2G), 350 hours 

(3G)

pRos A mid-range handset with 
an excellent five-megapixel camera.

coNs While the navigational 
credentials should be applauded, we 
often lost our satellite fix.

ALso coNsiDeR
Nokia N85
Another slider handset with a five-
megapixel camera and a far superior 
Gps system.

   Sony Ericsson C903

A neat addition to the  
Cyber-shot range that made  
us feel quite nostalgic for the 
brand as a whole.

Look and feel H H H H H

Ease of use H H H H H

Features H H H H H

Performance H H H H H

Battery life H H H H H
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