
bright Xenon flash that enables 
some decent night time shots. 

Video wise, the MOTOZINE ZN5 is 
only capable of capturing up to 15 
frames per second (fps). To achieve 
DVD quality, a video camera needs 
to be able to record a minimum of 
30fps, something the Motorola Z10 
prided itself on being able to do. 
With the ZN5 only able to record at 
half this speed, it seems a case of 
two steps forward, one step back. 

TV out but no 3G
One feature on the ZN5 we were 
taken with was the TV-out function. 
Switch this mode on under the 
settings menu, connect the TV-out 
cables to your TV and see your 
handset’s display on the big screen. 
View you videos, pictures and 
webpages, or play one of the two 
on-board games; Tetris and 
Jamdat Sudoku. 

Bizarrely, Motorola has taken 
the decision to omit not only 
HSDPA, but also 3G from the 
ZN5. To compound this odd 
decision, the ZN5 does boast 
Wi-Fi. Logging on via a Wi-Fi 
connection was simple, and you 

can save particular connections 
so that your phone will automatically 
pair up to that Wi-Fi connection 
each time you are back in that 
hotspot. Unfortunately, If you find 
yourself outside of one of these 
zones, you will need to rely on a 
GPRS connection.

The MOTOZINE ZN5 allows you to 
open up to five different internet 
windows at any one time; however, 
we found that sites with a vast 
amount of content on display had to 
be viewed in pages.

The verdict
The ZN5’s overall camera 
experience is a plus, with the ease 
and usability of the Kodak Gallery 
scoring the phone extra points. 
However, too many aspects of the 
ZN5 left us disappointed, from the 
lack of 3G to the design of the 
phone. Even the features we did 
like, such as the TV-out function, 
had drawbacks. Come on Motorola, 
we are routing for you, but you need 
to up your game.

Danny Brogan
danny.brogan@nhmedia.co.uk

Price: From free on contract 
and RRP £249.99
www.motorola.com/uk

MOTOZINE ZN5

Say cheese!
Motorola is the last of the manufacturers to launch a five-megapixel camera, the ZN5, 
which is a result of a collaboration with Kodak. So, was it worth the wait?
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Look and feel     

Ease of use     

Features     

Performance     

Battery life     

 Size 118x50.5x12-16mm
 Weight 114g
 Display 256,000 colours
 Resolution 240x320 pixels
 Camera Five megapixel
 Video recording/playback/

streaming Yes/yes/yes
 Video calling No
 Ringtones Polyphonic, MP3
 Radio Yes
 Connectivity USB, Bluetooth, 

A2DP, Wi-Fi
 Internal memory 350MB
 Memory card slot microSD
 Messaging SMS, MMS, email, IM

 Internet browser WAP 2.0/
xHTML, HTML

 Java Yes
 Games Tetris, Jamdat 

Sudoku
 Data speed GPRS
 Frequency Quad-band
 Talktime 570 minutes 
 Standby 580 hours

Features
 Five-megapixel camera
 TV out
 Wi-Fi
 3.5mm headset port

Pros 
Kodak Gallery is a great and easy way of storing all your 
photos and ordering prints.

Cons 
The inclusion of Wi-Fi doesn’t make up for the lack of 
HSDPA or 3G.

Verdict The camera experience 
is adequate, but there’s not 
enough going for the 
MOTOZINE ZN5 to make it 
truly memorable.

W ITH many manufacturers 
happily showcasing their 
eight-megapixel devices, 

we drew a sigh of relief at the arrival 
of Motorola’s first five-megapixel 
camera phone, the MOTOZINE ZN5. 
It has been a tough 12 months for 
the American manufacturer. 
Rumours of in-house discontent have 
not been helped by the Motorola 
conveyor belt slowing down to a 
snail’s pace, something the likes of 
LG and HTC have been quick to 
capitalise on. In a bid to turn things 
around, the manufacturer has 
teamed up with Kodak to create the 
ZN5. But does it hit the mark?

Look and feel
The ZN5 is a candybar phone with 
substantial girth. It may not be as 
wide as the likes of the Nokia E71 
or BlackBerry Bold, but both those 
devices sport a full QWERTY 
keyboard. However, there is no 
such excuse with the MOTOZINE 
ZN5. The keypad is flat with each 
key represented with the slightest 
of raised glistening studs. Despite 
the width of the device, the buttons 
are a little crowded, and we found 
ourselves occasionally pressing 
the wrong key. 
The circular navigation key, which is 
pivotal to the keypad, engulfs the 
fiddly command key. On the right-
hand side of the device is a locking 
switch that works in much the same 
way as with the iPod. We actually 
prefer this way of securing your 
keypad rather than the more 
traditional combination of key 
presses. Below the locking system is 
the camera key; above are the 
volume keys, which also double up 
as zooming keys in camera mode.

Motorola and Kodak 
Motorola has teamed up with 
photography giant Kodak to give the 

device some extra clout. The lens 
needs to be slid open manually to 
automatically fire up the camera; 
however, it adds a slight feeling of 
unevenness, as the end of the 
phone with the lens protrudes and 
is heavier.

We were keen to find out Kodak’s 
impact on the phone’s performance. 
The view on the screen when in 
camera mode is both vibrant and 
clear, although it was a tad juddery. 
The more observant of you will 
notice that when using the camera, 
three additional icons found on the 
keypad come into play. One of which 
is a shortcut key to your album. 
After you have taken a shot, the 
remaining two icons will illuminate, 
indicating that they can both be 
pressed – one to simply discard the 
photo, the other to share it, either 
via MMS, email, Bluetooth or by 
submitting it to the Kodak Gallery.

Kodak Gallery
The gallery allows you to submit and 
store your photos in one safe place, 
and also provides an easy way to 
order prints of your photos. A 
standard 6x4-inch photo costs 15p, 
and you can even order a mug with 
your selected photo printed on it. 
Alternatively, simply create and 
share albums with friends and family. 
It is a great service and is a cinch to 
sign up to. Simply enter your email 
address and a password and you 
are good to go.

We initially found the quality of 
photos to be excellent, particularly 
when viewed on Kodak Gallery. 
However, when we used the zoom 
(up to 4x) the pictures became 
increasingly grainy. There is also a 
lack of camera features. Even 
mainstay camera features, such as 
the ability to shoot in black and 
white, are missing. Having said this, 
Motorola has found room for a 

MOTOZINE ZN5

Also consider
Sony Ericsson C902
Not only does the Sony Ericsson C902 sport 
a five-megapixel camera along with a host of 
camera features, it also boasts HSDPA, a novel 
mouse pointer and a decent music player.


