
T HE new W200i handset is 
Sony Ericsson’s second 
attempt at bringing the 

Walkman phone experience to the 
prepay market. Its first go was 
the W300i clamshell back in 
August 2006, which offered a 
decent music package for £130-
£140 (a 256MB MemoryStick 
Micro, Disc2Phone software, USB 
cable and stereo earphones came 
bundled with the handset). And if 
you look hard enough now, you 
can probably still pick this deal up 
for £90-£100.

Although Sony Ericsson has not 
yet confirmed the pricing, the 
W200i will probably be available 
for under £100. You get a similar 
package to the W300i, but the 
size of the MemoryStick has been 
cut to 128MB, while the more 
conventional HPM-64 earphones 
have replaced the HPM-70 
earplug headphones. Well, you 
can’t expect Sony Ericsson to 
keep the price below £100 
without cutting some corners.

The W200i is essentially Sony 
Ericsson’s K510i given the odd 

cosmetic tweak and wrapped up 
in the signature Walkman black 
coat with orange flourishes. It is 
surprisingly solid for an entry-level 
number although its light, plastic 
shell and the odd creak do give 
away its budget status. Otherwise, 
the keypad is well spaced with 
responsive buttons, while the 
recessed joystick is sturdy and 
fine to thumb. The display is a 
little poky, with a low 128x160-
pixel resolution making for a hazy 
quality. However, it is not a major 
issue, especially as you will only be 
viewing VGA-quality snaps.

Unfortunately, the W200i is not 
fitted with the latest 2.0 Walkman 
player. Instead it uses the original 
version, although this is still easy 
to use. However, it does mean 
that you won’t get nice touches 
like the new-look user interface, 
album artwork downloads or Sony 
Ericsson’s TrackID music 
recognition service. But you will 
still get the slick Disc2Phone 
software for transferring music 
from the PC to the handset via 
USB. And of course it is intuitive 
and easy to master. Audio quality 
through the supplied headphones 
is, as always, dynamic, with the 
added boost of a Megabass 
setting to increase the low-end 
thump. The earphones also come 
with a 3.5mm connector jack so 
you can hook up your own 
headgear. 

As we mentioned, you do get a 
free 128MB card, but while this 
is generous, it will only store a 
handful of tracks. You may have to 
invest in higher capacity cards to 
bump up the tunes quota, but of 
course this will increase your 
expenditure.

You might have noticed the 
W200i is also missing Bluetooth. 
It sounds like a cost-cutting 
exercise from Sony Ericsson, but 
the W200i is undoubtedly a phone 
designed for the youth market, so 
Bluetooth may not be so essential 
for those rapscallions. 

If Sony Ericsson can sell the 
W200i under £100 then, for 
what you get for the price, it is 
incredibly good value.
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Sony Ericsson W200i

Features
■ Built-in Walkman player
■ VGA camera
■ Built-in FM radio
■ Full NetFront HTML 
browser

Pros
■ Besides the Walkman 
player, the W200i packs 
some cool features like full 
HTML browsing, email and 
FM radio.

Cons
■ The lack of Bluetooth may 
put some punters off.

Rock bottom
Sony Ericsson can’t stop spewing forth Walkman phones. 
Its latest member, the W200i, is the manufacturer’s  
new budget model

Review
More reviews online at

www.mobilechoiceuk.com

Stats
■ Size: 101x44x18mm

■ Weight: 85g

■ Display: 65,000 colours

■ Resolution: 128x160 

pixels

■ Camera: VGA

■ Video recording/playback: 

Yes/yes

■ Audio playback: MP3, 

AAC, AAC+, eAAC+

■ Ringtones: Polyphonic, 

MP3, AAC

■ Connectivity: Infrared, 

USB

■ Internal memory: 27MB

■ Memory card slot: 

microSD (128MB card 

supplied)

■ Messaging: SMS, MMS

■ Internet browser: WAP 

2.0/xHTML, HTML 

(NetFront)

■ Email client: POP3, 

IMAP4, SMTP

■ GPRS: Yes

■ Java: Yes

■ Games: QuadraPop, 

Treasure Towers

■ Frequency: Tri-band

■ Talktime: 420 mins

■ Standby: 360 hours

Verdict
The W200i is a sound 

primer to the ways of the 

Walkman phone.
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