
unprecedented arsenal of mobile 
weaponry.

While the majority at Choice 
Towers have fallen for the N95, a 
few dissenters have levelled that 
its design is too rigid and square. 
It’s true the N95 won’t provoke 
coos of wonder down the pub like 
the Prada Phone, but it’s what’s 
inside that really counts.

Slide away
The N95 is also the first phone 
to flaunt a dual-slider action. Push 
the front upwards and the normal 
phone keypad is revealed; nudge 
the fascia down and the music 
player controls are uncovered, 
activating the player in the 
process. The slider actions itself 
using the same rail mechanism 
as the N80, but is more fluent. It 
doesn’t match the spring-assisted 
slickness of the Nokia E65 or 
8800 Sirocco, but it remains fluid 
enough. The keypad offers 
sizeable keys, rounded on top for 
increased purchase, while the 
navigation pad and soft/
command key designs are based 
around the N80 setup. 

There’s no major niggly usability 
issues with the N95; like other 
Series 60 Nseries members, 
everything is straightforward to 
operate and locate, despite the 
increased functionality. However, 
the Symbian OS can be sluggish 
at times, but thankfully, it’s not a 
consistent complaint.

As a sat nav device, a quality 
photo and video camera, and a 
platform for full web browsing, a 
great display is central to the 
N95’s success. Its large 2.6-inch 
QVGA-quality screen is the perfect 
size and, with 16.7-million 
colours, it can render your 

photos, videos, web pages and 
maps brilliantly.

Internet and software
The N95 features Nokia’s Mini 
Map web browsing technique – a 
semi-transparent zoomed-out view 
of the page area you’re reading is 
shadowed by a complete view of 
the whole page as it was originally 
designed – supposedly making full 
web browsing on a mobile less 
vexing. However, this method isn’t 
to everyone’s taste. Of course if 
you hit a strong HSDPA signal, 
web page downloading is fast, but 
if it’s not brisk enough for you, 
then a built-in Wi-Fi connection is 
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Nokia N95

Powerhouse
Forget about all the fanfare surrounding the Apple iPhone, the handset of the 
moment, even the year, is Nokia’s ground-breaking N95 multimedia computer. 
But does it live up to its VIP billing or is it all just extreme hyperbole?

S INCE Nokia announced the 
N95 almost seven months 
ago, anticipation for this 

multimedia colossus has reached 
fever pitch. Mobile Choice has 
never known such intense 
excitement for a phone; The 
Carphone Warehouse reported 
1,000 pre-orders, along with 
deposits, and confirmed that this 
was within the three largest 
pre-orders in the company’s 
history. 

So what’s all the fuss about? 
Well, for those of you living on 
the moon over the last few 
months, here’s a recap: The 
Nokia N95 is undoubtedly the 
most powerful phone in the 
world, sporting a dizzying array 
of features, software and apps 

that has Nokia dubbing it a 
multimedia computer. Even the 
advertising campaign cheekily 
exclaims under the strap: ‘It’s 
what computers have become.’ 
Although Nokia may be 
stretching the truth just a little 
bit, as a mobile convergence 
device, the N95 is unparalleled. 
Take a shufti at its features – 
five-megapixel camera, DVD-
quality video recording, built-in 
GPS for sat nav, HSDPA-
capabilities for express download 
speeds, built-in Wi-Fi connectivity 
for even faster access to the 
internet – and Nokia’s claim of 
only needing one device in your 
pocket is looking strong.

With the N95 finally landing in 
the Choice Towers (the wait for 

some has been too much) does 
this über-phone live up to its 
stellar billing?

Size matters
Initial impressions are that Nokia 
has done an amazing job to 
cram these progressive features 
into such a tidy frame. The N95 
isn’t particularly compact, but it’s 
not a behemoth either, unlike its 
fellow multimedia monsters, the 
N91 and N93. The nearest 
comparison in terms of size and 
design would be the N80. It’s 
actually not as chunky or heavy 
as its compadre, but it’s a little 
wider and longer. At 120g, the 
N95 is still on the overweight 
side, but honestly, what do you 
expect? The phone is carrying an 
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THE most obvious way of 
firing up the N95’s music 

player is using the dual-slider 
mechanism. Slide down the 
front and the music player 
controls are revealed, and 
you’re also presented with an 
onscreen media carousel 
menu where you can select 
the music player option.

It works pretty much like 
previous Nseries handsets 
and getting your songs onto 
the N95 is straightforward: 
either hook it up with your 
PC’s Windows Media Player 
software or highlight it as a 
mass storage device and drag 
and drop your files. 

It has 160MB of internal 
memory, but you can boost 
this with a microSD card (up 
to 2GB cards are currently 
available, with 4GB models 
coming soon) and the card 
slot is hotswappable. 
Remember, you are sharing 
the memory with all your 
other multimedia sundry, but 
if you bag a 4GB memory 
card, you can potentially store 

up to 1,000 tunes*.
You can navigate through 

your library via all songs, 
playlists, artists, albums, 
genres and composers. Once 
you are spinning your tunes, 
you can delve into the settings 
and modify the equaliser to 
suit the music – Bass 
Booster, Classical, Jazz, Pop 
and Rock settings are 
available. 

Like its Nseries music 
compatriot, the N91, this 
phone also features a built-in 
3.5mm headphone connection 
so you can plug your quality 
cans straight into the side 
without faffing around with 
adapters or the cheap 
supplied earphones. We 
plugged in our trusty 
Sennheisers, set the equaliser 
to Rock and pushed the 
volume to about 80%. The 
audio quality was on a par 
with the N91 – full-bodied with 
plenty of volume.

*Approximations based on 
four-minute MP3 songs 
sampled at 128Kbps.

Features
■ HSDPA support
■ Five-megapixel camera
■ DVD-like video recording
■ GPS receiver for sat nav
■ Built-in Wi-Fi
■ Built-in music player

Pros
■ Look no further than its 
awe-inspiring feature set.

Cons
■ The OS is a little sluggish at 
times and the battery does 
drain at an alarming rate.

Music player…Music player…  Music player…  Music player…  

New musical 
Xpress

Continued over



on hand to considerably speed up 
proceedings.

We look at the N95’s major 
features separately in more depth 
(see boxes), but outside of these 
main acts, the N95 is packed to 
the gills with useful ready-to-use 
or downloadable software and 
apps. This includes faff-free 
email, internet and MMS Setting 
Up Wizard, F-Secure Anti-virus 
security software, a podcasting 
app, access to Nokia’s Lifeblog 
and a new Amazon app, that, 
like the Java-based eBay app 
found in new Motorola 
handsets and downloadable 
from the Vodafone Live! portal, 
is a streamlined and easier 
way of shopping and buying 
online.

Battery low
With so much functionality, our 
main concern was how the 
battery holds up to such 
power-hungry features. It’s hardly 
surprising, but we’re disappointed 
to report the N95 runs low 
pretty quickly. Any intense usage 
of the camera, video, sat nav or 
the internet will zap the very life 
out of the device. Keep the 
charger handy because you’re 
going to need to replenish the 
N95 at the end of every day. But 
use the features sparingly and 
you may get away with a couple 
of days’ operation.

Verdict
The N95 is the culmination of all 
the work Nokia has put into its 

elite Nseries devices. These 
seemingly niche handsets have 
come together on the N95 for 
one big convergence love-in. It’s 
hard not to be impressed with 
the N95; Nokia has done an 
amazing job fitting everything in 
without compromising too much 

on performance. The N95 may 
be too feature heavy for some 
and too expensive for others, but 
if you do take the plunge, just be 
wary of the battery drain.

Nick Renshaw
nick.renshaw@nhmedia.co.uk
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Stats
■ OS: Symbian Series 60
■ Size: 99x53x21mm
■ Weight: 120g
■ Display: 16.7 million 

colours
■ Resolution: 240x320 

pixels
■ Camera: Five megapixels
■ Video recording/playback: 

Yes/yes
■ Audio playback: MP3, 

WMA, WMA, M4A
■ Ringtones: Polyphonic, 

MP3
■ Radio: Stereo FM, visual 

radio
■ Connectivity: Bluetooth, 

USB, A2DP, Wi-Fi, infrared, 
UPnP, TV out

■ Internal memory: 160MB
■ Memory card slot: 

microSD
■ Messaging: SMS, MMS, 

IM
■ Internet browser: WAP 

2.0/xHTML, HTML
■ Email client: POP3, 

IMAP4, SMTP
■ Java: Yes
■ Games: Snakes, System 

Rush
■ GPRS: Yes + EDGE
■ Frequency: Quad-band + 

HSDPA
■ Talktime: Up to 210 mins 
■ Standby: Up to 225 hours

Verdict
It’s a convergence miracle. 
All hail the N95.

THUMBS UP

88%

THE N95 is Nokia’s first 
phone to include a built-in 

GPS receiver and for many this 
is the main attraction. The 
Finnish company has already 
launched a dedicated sat nav 
system (the 330 Navigator) and 
is also set to introduce a more 
affordable GPS phone, the 
6110. However, the N95 is its 
first real stab at a mobile with 
built-in GPS sat nav.

Unlike the Symbian 
smartphone solutions where 
the software and maps sit on a 
memory card, the N95 uses a 
server-based system; once your 
route is calculated online, the 
relevant maps are retrieved 
from the main server and 
cached in the device memory 
or microSD card. Essentially, 
the maps for 100 different 
countries are free, but you will 
be charged a data rate for 
getting the maps and 
connection time. You will also 
have to pay out extra if you 
want turn-by-turn voice 
instructions. This costs £47.68 
for three years, £40.87 for 
one year, £5.44 for 30 days 

and £4.42 for a week’s use. 
Similarly, downloading City 
Guides from AA, Berlitz and 
Wcities will cost around £5.50 
each, although this is a one-off 
purchase.

Initially, the user interface 
isn’t as compelling, intuitive or 
user friendly as its Bluetooth 
Symbian solutions, but once 
you’ve mastered its ways, it 
does get better. It features a lot 
of the characteristics 
associated with fully fledged sat 
nav systems like navigating to 
postcode, address, landmark 
and Point of Interest. You can 
also navigate via the fastest or 
shortest route or activate the 
motorway, ferry, toll road and 
tunnel modes. You can also opt 
to navigate on foot and this will 
eliminate the one-way streets.

Get going
Once you’ve programmed the 
starting and destination point, 
your route will be calculated 
online (this takes about 30 
seconds) before you can begin 
navigation. It did take a while to 
get a GPS fix from a cold start, 

but once it warmed up, this 
became quicker. The 2D maps 
are clear on screen with POIs 
(15 million on the database) 
peppering the screen (you can 
program which type of POI you 
want displayed).

An instruction icon sits in the 
left-hand corner of the screen 
showing the remaining distance 
to travel; this can enlarge to 
the full screen instead of the 
map if you choose. If you opt 
for the turn-by-turn voice 
commands, these sound loud 
and clear through the phone’s 
two side speakers. We advise 
that you invest in an in-car 
mounting bracket and charger, 
which will cost £20-£40 from 
www.shop.nokia.co.uk.

Generally, the N95’s sat nav 
feature worked well, getting us 
to our desired destinations with 
a minimum of fuss. There were 
a few teething problems with 
getting a GPS fix and the 
software is not as 
comprehensive as other 
dedicated systems or Bluetooth 
mobile solutions but it does a 
decent job.

Sat nav…Sat nav…Sat nav…Sat nav…Sat nav…Sat nav…Sat nav

Routin’ tootin’

Camera…Camera…Camera…Camera…Camera.

IT’S not always the case that the 
more megapixels a camera has the 

better the image quality. The success 
of digital images depends 
on the sensor, the lens 
and how it processes the 
information. 

While the Nokia N95’s 
five-megapixel lens does 
boast the most of any 
camera phone (well, 
apart from LG’s KG920), 
it just happens to have a 
top-quality, Carl Zeiss-built lens and a 
CMOS sensor. Unfortunately, it does 
process the images with some 
artefacting, compression and 
sharpening noise. 

The camera is fired up via an 
active sliding lens cap and the 
onscreen menu system, and it’s easy 
to navigate around using the joypad 
and soft keys while in capture mode. 
As you would expect from a top 
camera phone, you get a host of 
effects that include Scene modes 
(close-ups, portrait, landscapes, 
sports, nights etc), Flash (auto, red-
eye reduction), Self timer, Sequence 

mode, Exposure compensation, 
White balance, Colour tone, ISO Light 
sensitivity and Contrast and 
Sharpness settings. It’s a long list 
and some of you may not bother 
tinkering with these settings but a 
few are quite handy. The pictures we 
captured of the river and mill (see 
box) were taken with the Exposure 
Compensation on +1.0 because the 
auto setting couldn’t grab the detail 

and contrast in a low-light 
environment. 

The N95 shoots in 2592x1944-
pixels and pictures viewed on your PC 
at 100% do show the camera’s 
processing handicap. However, most 
of us print photos at 4x6-inch size 
and at this level the picture quality 
shows a good level of detail, strong 
contrast and exceptional colour 
tones. 

The N95 is a great camera phone, 
but in reality, with a better sensor, a 
3.2-megapixel camera probably 
would have done exactly the same 
job.

and contrast in a low-light 

Video recording…Video recording…Video 

IN September last year, 
the N95’s fellow N’er, 

the N93, blew us away 
with its VGA-quality video 
recording. Despite Nokia 
overstating its claim of 
DVD-like quality, the 

performance was still 
unprecedented for a 
mobile. The N95 has now 
joined the N93 in the 
video shooting stakes. 
Usually, mobiles don’t go 
beyond 352x288-pixels at 

15 frames per second, so 
the N95’s 640x480-pixel 
resolution, capturing at 
30fps in MPEG4 format is 
really impressive.

You can easily access 
the video recording facility 
by switching from the still 
camera when in capture 
mode. Just like the N93, 
you can tinker with colour 
effects (Sepia, Black & 
White, Vivid and Negative) 
and White balance 
settings to adapt to your 

lighting conditions, and 
there’s an image stabiliser 
to tone down the judder. 
There are four quality 
settings from MMS-
suitable to the VGA quality 
for playback on your TV 
(via supplied cables).

The length of footage 
will depend on the 
memory available and, 
although you will 
experience slight digital 
drag and noise, the quality 
is the slickest around.

Motion sensei

Also consider
Nothing comes near the N95 for features. So the only 
way is down. You could wait for the Apple iPhone, but then 
hell might freeze over before it arrives. 

Otherwise, you could check out the more specialist 
Nseries members, the N93 (photography and video) or 
N91 (Music). For built-in GPS and sat nav, the Windows 
Mobile-powered O2 Xda Orbit is a sure bet.

Five-star shooter

mode, Exposure compensation, 

and contrast in a low-light 
environment. 

pixels and pictures viewed on your PC 
at 100% do show the camera’s 
processing handicap. However, most 

and contrast in a low-light 


